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Biographies' Secrecy Backed 


By Allan Frank 

Washington Star Staff Writer • 

A federal judge has ruled that the 
State Department’s Biographic Regis- 
ter, once a wealth of information for 
journalists, scholars and others, no 
longer should be printed publicly be- 
cause it may be misused by terrorists. 

Citing numerous attacks on and 
assassinations of foreign service offi- 
cers, U.S. District Judge June L. Green 
ruled that the Biographic Register 
violates the privacy act and endan- 
gers the lives of public servants 
abroad. ; > ;•* -*• 

“Some terrorist organizations have 
seized on the records of foreign serv- 
ice personnel — the fact that they may 
have served in more than one tour in 
a particular country, for example — to 
allege connections between the em- 
ployee and the U.S. policy which the 


terrorist organization opposes/* 

; Green said. ; - i :*•••; " - 

‘The court concludes that the 
. privacy interests of the affected indi- 
viduals outweigh the public’s inter- 
est” in disclosure. • 

The Freedom of Information Act 
suit seeking the Biographic Registers, 
last publicly published in 1974, was 
filed by Smith Simpson, a. former for- 
eign service officer who is an re^ 
search professor emeritus in. diplo- 
macy at the Georgetown University 
School of Foreign Service, . j —,1 . • . . v 

Simpson called the decision “ab-< 
surd,” saying “there is no such dan-‘j 
ger.”- . . -• ' If--. r?| 

Simpson, two other professors and j 
two scholarly organizations. claimed^ 
that the registers were vital for re-N 
search and should not have been?? 
classified in 1975. The annual had 
been public since the early 1900s. . 


